
 Boorley Park News and Updates 
 20th October 2023 

Half Term 
It sounds like something we always say but I can’t believe how quickly this half term has gone and 
how much all the children have achieved in such a short space of time. They have worked so hard, 

settling into their new classes, getting to know their new teachers and rising to the high expectations 
we set for them. 

Last Friday, I shared our Ofsted report with you. We were delighted with the outcome and feel that 
the overwhelmingly positive report reflects all the hard work of pupils, staff, governors and parents to 

make Boorley Park a good school. The report will be published on the Ofsted website and will be 
available to the wider public during half term. 

After half term we will be sharing with you logins for some new online systems that we will be using 
for home learning. We have been reflecting on our current home learning systems and researching 
what has the best impact for pupil progress. We believe we have found some effective systems, used 
already by many other schools, to support you with supporting your child at home. These will be 

ready to go live in the weeks after the half term holiday. 

We hope that you all have an enjoyable break, manage to do some fun activities together and also rest 
and relax. 

Mrs Sillars 

Spotlight On…. Our Curriculum 
Shortly before the summer holidays, we had a day reviewing our curriculum and 

talking to the children about what they had learnt. Overwhelmingly we found 
that our concept-driven topic approach was confusing the children—they knew 
what concept they were learning about (e.g. imagination) but struggled to say 
what they had actually learnt in science or history for example. We therefore 

decided that from this half term, we would stop using a topic based approach and 
instead teach each subject separately. This means we are able to teach the very best and most 

engaging content for each subject rather than making links between the subjects. 

By changing our approach, we are already seeing that the children have a better understanding of 
what each subject is (e.g. history is learning about things that happened in the past) and better 

retention of the knowledge they are being taught in each subject. In their discussions with children, 
Ofsted agreed that this changed approach was supporting pupil progress well.  

We have also added an enquiry question as the title of each unit of work (e.g. Why did the Romans 
invade Britain?) The children then answer this question at the end of the unit—this is helping them to 

make links between the knowledge they are taught and to draw it all together. 

You can find more information about curriculum on our website and we will continue sharing 
information about the children’s learning throughout the year.  



Our Assembly Theme This Week 
This week was Harvest Festival. We talked about what a harvest is and why we celebrate Harvest 

Festival. We talked about where our food comes from and how people both locally, nationally and 
around the world don’t always have enough to eat. 

 

Thank you for all of your kind donations for the Harvest Festival—these were collected on Thursday by 
the Kings Community Church food bank and will be distributed to families in need within the local 

community.  
 

School Lunches 
Don’t forget to log into ParentPay to order your child’s school lunches. This can be done in advance– 

bookings are currently live on the ParentPay system all the way up until Christmas.  

Please remember to do this even if you do not pay for your child’s lunches.  

Tours for new Year R 2024 families 
Tours of the School for prospective Year R 2024 parents will be held on: 

• Tuesday 31st October at 1:30pm 
• Friday 3rd November at 9:30am 
• Thursday 9th November at 1:30pm 
• Tuesday 14th November at 9:30am 
• Wednesday 15th November at 11am 
• Thursday 23rd November at 9:30am 

 
Tickets need to be booked for the tours by going to http://bit.ly/boorleyparktours2024 or by following 
the link on the ‘Admissions’ page on our website. Please book one ticket per adult attending. Children 

are welcome to attend and do not need a ticket. 



Whole School 

Autumn Term 2023  

• Friday 20th October—Last Day of Autumn 1 Half Term 

• Monday 23rd—Friday 27th October—Half Term 

• Monday 30th October—First Day of Autumn 2 Half Term 

• Wednesday 15th—Monday 20th November – Book Fayre in School 

• Friday 17th November—Children in Need (Non-Uniform Day) 

• Friday 24th November—INSET Day (school closed to pupils) 

• Saturday 25th November—PTA Christmas Event 

• Wednesday 6th December—Open Box Pantomime in school for all pupils 

• Thursday 14th December—PTA Christmas Neon Disco (Year R and Year 1 4:15pm—5pm; Years 2-4 
5:15pm-6:15pm) 

• Friday 15th December—Last Day of Autumn 2 Half Term 

Spring Term 2024  

• Tuesday 4th January—First Day of Spring 1 Half Term 

• Friday 26th January—After School—Messy Church in our school hall 

• Thursday 1st February—4:30pm—6pm—PTA Film Night for KS1 Pupils 

• Monday 5th February—3:30pm—7pm-Parents’ Evening 

• Thursday 8th February—3:30pm—5:30pm—Parents’ Evening 

• Friday 9th February—Last Day of Spring 1 Half Term 

Dates for Your Diaries—2023-2024 

Year R 
• Monday 6th November—Maths 

Presentation and Workshop—9:15am 

• Year R Christmas Play—Tuesday 12th 
December—2:15pm 

• Year R Christmas Play —Thursday 14th 
December—9:15am 

 

Year 1 
• Tuesday 7th November—Maths Presentation and 

Workshop—9:15am 

• Wednesday 22nd November—2:45pm—Parent 
Event—Science Workshop 

• KS1 Christmas Play—Tuesday 5th December—
9:15am 

• KS1 Christmas Play—Thursday 7th December—
2:15pm 



 

Upcoming Events and Reminders 

Year 3 
• Thursday 9th November—Maths Presentation 

and Workshop—9:15am 

• Friday 17th November—Year 3 and 4 trip to 
Butser Ancient Farm—note change of date 

• Deer Class Wednesday 29th November—
2:30pm—Fossil Painting Workshop with 
parents 

• Mouse Class Thursday 30th November—
2:30pm—Fossil Painting Workshop with 
parents 

Year 2 
• Friday 20th October—2:45pm—Parent 

Event—sharing stories 

• Wednesday 8th November—Maths 
Presentation and Workshop—9:15am 

• Thursday 23rd November—2:45pm—Parent 
Event—Car Workshop 

• KS1 Christmas Play—Tuesday 5th December—
9:15am 

• KS1 Christmas Play—Thursday 7th 
December—2:15pm 

Year 4 
• Thursday 9th November—Maths Presentation and Workshop—9:15am 

• Friday 17th November—Year 3 and 4 trip to Butser Ancient Farm—note change of date 

• Tuesday 28th November—2:45pm—Parent Workshop (Science) 



Staying Safe 


