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Remembrance Day Artwork 
Last week, each class produced a piece of poppy themed artwork as part of our Remembrance Day 

commemorations. You can see Year 3’s artwork displayed in their windows at the front of the building. 

 

 

Spotlight On…. Attendance 
Being around teachers and friends in a school environment is the best way for pupils to learn and reach their 

potential. Time in school also keeps children safe and provides access to pastoral care. That’s why school 
attendance is so important. 

Being in school is important for your child’s achievement wellbeing and wider development. Evidence shows 
that students with the highest attendance throughout their time at school gain the best GCSE and A-Level 

results. Research also found that pupils who performed better at the end of KS2 missed fewer days of school that 
those who didn’t perform as well. 

What are the risks of missing school? 

Every moment in school counts and days missed add up quickly. For example, a child missing two days of 
school, each month will miss 18 days across the whole year. The higher a pupil’s attendance, the more likely 

they are to learn and the better prepared they are for their future. 

Data from 2019 shows that 84% of KS2 pupils who had 100% attendance achieved the expected standard 
compared to 40% of pupils who missed 18 days a year or more. 

What if my child needs to miss school? 

Parents and carers have a legal duty to ensure your child gets a full time-education. There are only a small 
number of circumstances where missing a school day is permitted. Your child must attend every day that the 
school is open, unless:  
• Your child is too ill to attend.  

• You have asked in advance and been given permission by the school for your child to be absent on a specific 
day due to exceptional circumstances.  

• Your child cannot go to school on a specific day because they are observing a religious event.  

• Your local authority is responsible for arranging your child’s transport to school and it’s not available or 
has not been provided yet.  

These are the only circumstances where schools can permit your child to be absent.  



Our Assembly Theme This Week  
This week in assembly Sam from ICON came to give us a demonstration of archery—well done to 

Matty and Poppy who showed off their skills with the bow and arrow! 
 

This week is Anti-Bullying week and so in class we have been reflecting on the theme of kindness. We 

talked about what kindness is and how we can show it in different ways; these can be big things like 
helping someone when they fall over or small things like smiling at someone in the corridor. 

 

We talked about the impact that kindness has: 
• Doing kind things for others activates the part of the brain that makes you feel happy; 

• Kindness makes people feel like they belong 

• Being kind helps you to make friends 
• Being kind encourages other people to be kind too. 

 
We talked about all of the different ways we can be kind and how this 

week we are having a special focus on kindness. The teachers all set 

their classes the challenge of being extra kind this week and seeing the 
impact it can have. All of our staff have been looking out for those 

showing kindness and have been saying ‘well done’ and ‘thank you’! 

Book Character Competition 
We had lots of brilliant entries for our ‘Draw Your Favourite Book Character’ 
competition where the children had to draw their favourite book character 

and explain why they were their favourite. 

Well done to our winners Taiga, Amayah, Maisie M and Esme G who each 
won a book voucher to spend at the Book Fair.  

Road Safety Around School 
Please can we ask that when you are walking up towards the school, you take extra care before 

stepping out into the road. We have seen a number of near misses over the 
last few weeks with both bicycles and cars nearly hitting pedestrians when 

they stepped out into the road without looking. 

Please can we also ask once again that you do not drive up Nairn Road 
unless you have permission to park in our car park. With over 200 children 
coming to school each morning, any traffic on the road creates additional 
hazards for children, especially with cars turning at the entrance to the 

school. 



Whole School 

Autumn Term 2023  

• Friday 24th November—INSET Day (school closed to pupils) 

• Saturday 25th November—PTA Christmas Event—Elf School 

• Wednesday 6th December—Open Box Pantomime in school for all 
pupils 

• Thursday 14th December—PTA Christmas Neon Disco (Year R and 
Year 1 4:15pm—5pm; Years 2-4 5:15pm-6:15pm) 

• Friday 15th December—Last Day of Autumn 2 Half Term 

Spring Term 2024  

• Tuesday 2nd January—First Day of Spring 1 Half Term 

• Friday 26th January—After School—Messy Church in our school hall 

• Thursday 1st February—4:30pm—6pm—PTA Film Night for KS1 Pupils 

• Monday 5th February—3:30pm—7pm-Parents’ Evening 

• Thursday 8th February—3:30pm—5:30pm—Parents’ Evening 

• Friday 9th February—Last Day of Spring 1 Half Term 

• Monday 12th—Friday 16th—Half Term 

• Monday 19th February—INSET Day (school closed to pupils) 

• Thursday 7th March—World Book Day (dress up as a book character) 

• Friday 15th March—Comic Relief (non uniform day) 

Dates for Your Diaries—2023-2024 

Year R 
• Year R Christmas Play—Tuesday 12th 

December—2:15pm 

• Year R Christmas Play —Thursday 14th 
December—9:15am 

• Friday 12th January—Little City Play Visit 
(in school) 

• Friday 9th February—2:30pm—Year R 
Afternoon Tea for Someone Special 

• Thursday 28th March—2:30pm—Year R 
Community Rocks! 

• Friday 21st June—9am-12pm-Mill Cottage 
Farm Experience in school 

Year 1 
• Wednesday 22nd November—2:45pm—Parent Event—

Science Workshop 

• KS1 Christmas Play—Tuesday 5th December—9:15am 

• KS1 Christmas Play—Thursday 7th December—2:15pm 

• Tuesday 23rd January—2:30pm—Sewing Workshop 
with parents 

• Thursday 14th March—2:45pm—Recorder Concert for 
Parents 

• Tuesday 19th March—Trip to Marwell Zoo - more 
details to follow 

• Thursday 6th June—Trip to Portchester Castle - more 
details to follow 



 

Upcoming Events and Reminders 

Year 3 
• Deer Class Wednesday 29th November—

2:30pm—Fossil Painting Workshop with 
parents 

• Mouse Class Thursday 30th November—
2:30pm—Fossil Painting Workshop with 
parents 

• Monday 29th January—2:45pm—Share a Book 
with an adult 

• Wednesday 13th March—2:45pm—Portrait 
Gallery for Parents 

• Thursday 21st March—Trip to Staunton 
Country Park - more details to follow 

Year 2 

• Thursday 23rd November—2:45pm—Parent 
Event—Car Workshop 

• KS1 Christmas Play—Tuesday 5th December—
9:15am 

• KS1 Christmas Play—Thursday 7th 
December—2:15pm 

• Wednesday 24th January—Year 2 Trip to 
Portsmouth Aquarium and Beach 

• Hedgehog Class—Tuesday 30th January—
2:30pm—Science Experiment with Parents 

• Fox Class—Wednesday 31st January—
2:30pm—Science Experiment with Parents 

• Wednesday 17th April—Trip to Sea City 
Museum -more details to follow 

 

Year 4 
• Tuesday 28th November—2:45pm—Parent Workshop (Design Technology) 

• Thursday 1st February—2:50pm—Art Exhibition for Parents 

• Friday 23rd February — Trip to Winchester Cathedral - more details to follow 

• Wednesday 20th March—2:45pm—Volcano Workshop for Parents 

 

Thank you for all of 
your support. We raised 
£231.18 for Children in 

Need. 



Staying Safe 


